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Ford, Norman 
The Black, the Gray and the Gold 
Doubleday. Aug. 1961. 450p. $4.95. (IIb) 


the opinion this reviewer that twofold purpose 
the author, give suitable and proper perspective 
scandal, and tell story about revered institu- 
tion, successfully accomplished. Please consider how 
difficult write about West Point. West Point 
national institution, highly successful mill for grind- 
ing out the nation’s military leaders. molds and de- 
velops men, NOT necessarily for the pursuit mili- 


tary career. does what expected it, calmly and 
inexorably, way that does not lend itself literary 
effort, historical creative. Its merits can only 
shown creatively contrast with its defects, and its 
achievements only the conflicts faced their ac- 
complishment. this way, this work, West Point 
becomes the most interesting member cast char- 
acters. 

The approach adult. won’t offer the book 
the same shelf that which used hold the Dick 
Prescott series, those which now hold the more re- 
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cently prepared works Red Reeder. The 
traditional characteristics and characters that the Mili- 
tary Academy has produced are presented clearly and 
accurately. West Pointers are considered have 
general endowment masculine qualities expected 
the service; honorable, courageous, inexorable, ruthless 
and dominating. Abundant proof that they are mascu- 
line appears the vividly unrestrained terms and 
similes that make large part their conversation 
addition the accurately presented West Point 
argot. Further, demonstrate masculinity, the male 
characters perform notable series sexual passes and 
antics ingeniously devised circumstances. Only one 
liaison takes place bed. 
The theme played upon West Point, with interweav- 
ing which include the Honor System, the 
plebe system, the football system, and the Army sys- 
tem. The Honor System was instituted help develop 
the characters young men teaching them forever 
forswear lying, cheating, quibbling any other 
way departing from the highest standards personal 
integrity. does not mean that man may not engage 
certain sins, crimes, follies, all men do. does 
mean that will truthful his reaction all 
official matters, even means that under certain cir- 
cumstances required report his own dereliction. 
Naturally such system must applied with wisdom 
and understanding officialdom equally bound 
its high principles. leadership that through unwis- 
dom allows distortion the system’s purpose ap- 
plication invites disaster. 
Army plays win. Army expected win. The 
winning must done fairly, but this means that every 
legitimate effort must made achieve victory. 
this effort would appear that the individual and col- 
lective requirements the football system demand 
choice between consistent victory the football field 
and the meeting academic requirements football 
squad members. easy rationalize that football 
player, exhausted from scrimmage other intensive 
study, and therefore placed severe disadvantage 
other cadets, and therefore, further, only fair 
that receive assistance necessary pass his courses. 
This established, clear path opened the receipt 
information means which ecan’t miss. 
other words, entitled the solutions problems 
actually given writs. this so, something 
has give way. 
institution which can influence men profoundly, 
not only cadets but throughout their careers, must 
included any study characterization some 
dozen men and women caught the plot this story. 
Point the cast, and both loved and 
ated. 


The plot concerns the events single May day, ten 
days before the end the academic year, which 
some hundred cadets are ordered before board 
investigation, this board charged with determining 
and how the accused Cadets have violated the Honor 
System. Flashbacks the lives dozen characters 
involved directly, indirectly, the proceeding show 
the lifetime influence West Point upon each them. 
Twelve characters carry the plot. Only four require 
discussion. Most important, plot wise, Colonel Luther 
Philipbar, who loves West Point for what has given 
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him, whose philosophy really that the hog the 
trough. runs the board investigation, 
cally phony the Colonel himself. Here 
strument injustice, and finally object pity 
the part his wife Charlotte. 


Charlotte Army child, woman possessing most 
the masculine characteristics previously described, 
honorable maybe, certainly courageous, inexorable, ruth- 
less and dominating. She loves West Point. West 
Point her heritage. she accepts and 
conforms. With deep understanding she loves West 
Point for what is. 


Not George Landseer. the sufferer. His the 
character that the essence the 
simply moves along. George cannot accept the plebe 
system, the football system, the Army system, 
the Honor System is. George loves Charlotte and 
Charlotte loves George. But there lifetime 
frustration for all that they feel for each other. one 
many discourses between them George says, “You 
love West Point for what is. love for what 
could be.” 


The rest the twelve characters are minor except 
Tony, gardener’s son Charlotte’s and Luther’s estate, 
returning with all his might what West Point has 
offer him. Tony the hero. Tony the White Knight, 
this case the Black Knight because what known 
West Point this respect are the Black Knights 
the Hudson. Handsome, appealing, member the 
Corps Football Squad, young man understanding, 
capable love. Love Tony’s case firmly 
act his will, clearly outpouring all that 
has been put into the makeup his character, break- 
ing out the full glory his young manhood, that the 
tragedy his dismissal overshadowed. the char- 
acters the plot love West Point. Tony loves West 
Point. Does love West Point the face his dis- 
missal? Why not? love contingency? 


Bearing mind that West Point national 
tion which enjoys the confidence the public insofar 
its purpose and its accomplishment are concerned, 
there strong appeal this story. This for 
various reasons. First the West Point Honor System 
presented sacred institution, sacred because 
tions consonance with the profoundest convictions 
its practitioners. Second, West Point personified 
the Spartan mother who evokes the love her sons, 
some frail and some strong any mother’s sons may 
be. Third, what happens vivid and tense, swift and 
sure. Fourth, the flavor bittersweet; tragedy and 
frustration mark achievement. 

The appeal, the story, and the plot rise above their 
fects. Colonel Luther Philipbar phony that 
really merits pity. His board phony is. 
action could possibly taken such board. How 
could proceed beyond twenty minutes would 
mystery anyone who has sat Army boards and 
knows how phony they can under some 
stances, but NOT the matter military justice. The 
author should commended for the board. 
excellent instrument plot advancement. real board 
would never serve this purpose. 

must emphasized that this work fiction. 
The reader given the usual assurance that “will 
find people this novel identifiable with real 
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sons.” 


should also understand that the guilt 
innocence the real young men who were fact 
dismissed for honor violations cannot redetermined 
the statements actions these accusers accused 
whose existence limited printed pages. 


Robert O’Brien, Ph.D., USMA X28 
The Pennsylvania State University 
Biddle, Livingston, Jr. Sam Bentley’s Island 
Doubleday. Aug. 307p. $4.50. (I) 


Back the late 1930’s, Christopher Morley declared 
open season Philadelphia’s Main Line Kitty Foyle 
and dramatist Philip Barry continued the barrage his 


delightful The Philadelphia Story. Twenty years later, 


other literary marksmen were still drawing their beads, 
Richard Powell’s shallow but successful The Phila 


hit the bookstores stately Walnut Street 


and later the tawdry Market Street motion picture 
houses. But the unkindest burst all has just been 


fired the form Sam Bentley’s Island, the new novel 


written Livingston Biddle, Jr., talented member 
one Philadelphia’s oldest and most remarkable Main 
Line families. The wound will felt all the way from 
Paoli Cynwyd, and the musket seems capable 
several more volleys. 


Sam Bentley, the protagonist Mr. Biddle’s book, 
the prominent son late famous Philadelphia judge, 
whose family long has been one the social leaders 
the Main Line. Nearing middle age, has beautiful 
home, devoted wife, one teenage daughter, younger 
daughter and newly born son, along with cash and 
tradition. Unhappily, has also bad case what 
the direct middle-class jargon North Philadephia 
used call “the money aggressive, self- 
confident, power-happy and greedy. 


and effete nobleman, Count Alex Poldowski, 
have discovered oil Caribbean island, portion 
which has belonged the family for some years. 
proposes set handpicked corporation his close 
friends, buy the island and reap huge fortune for all 
concerned, especially himself. The owner the island, 
peculiar Englishman named Hargreaves is, course, 
kept ignorance the rich subterranean cache, 
and bought off for the piddling sum million 
dollars, ostensibly that resort hotel could built 
there. 

But the corporation means ideal one. 
Doubts and jealousies spring among them, largely 
because most them are selfish and calculating 
their president. these, the most despicable Hor- 
ace Simpson, Sam’s banker, suspicious everyone 
general, especially Poldowski, and including Sam. 
who, along with Sandra Hallowell, dominating wife 
Nicky Hallowell, begins secret negotiations sell out 
their shares Karen Milford, calculating Southern 
girl and non-blueblood Main Liner marriage. Only 
George Rawlings, Sam’s alcoholic brother-in-law, and 
Tony Elliott, the lawyer who rents Bentley’s carriage 
house, have spark human concern about them. 
Significantly, they all along are treated outsiders 
am, whose concept worth goes not whit beyond 
Money and social standing. 

instinctively feared, with Poldowski and Har- 
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greaves collusion from the beginning. The corpora- 
tion left with most oilless and Sam with 
group most angry stockholders crying for his blood. 
And here that rises dignity worthy his 
birth and position, buying the island back from the 
predatory crew and taking his family away it, after 
selling all his property make good the losses. The 
Bentley estate sold the Milfords whose swimming 
party ironic echo Sam’s christening celebration 
for his son the beginning the book. The Main 
Line tradition goes on, despite the absence one its 
former luminaries who finds himself sadder and 
trifle wiser man, scratching his head perplexity some- 
where the Caribbean. 

Sam Bentley’s Island labels Mr. Biddle first-rate 
social satirist who, like John Marquand, sees both the 
limitations the society which writes and the 
nobler qualities its dignity and responsibility, both 
manifested Sam the closing moments the book. 
But the long run, the island—isolated, super- 
ficially wealthy but internally barren—which serves 
the best symbol the set with whom the author con- 
cerns himself. Sam Bentley elicits our final sympathy 
only minor degree—we remember too well his 
early rampant avariciousness. more than deserves 
few years his sandy exile. 


Mr. Biddle’s book confirms him Main Line mav- 
erick, ever one existed. may result his being 
placed Coventry Bryn Mawr commuters the 
Paoli Local and may find the martinis suddenly 
turned watery the Union League. But the wiser, 
though less well-born the reading public, Philadel- 
phian otherwise, will speak warmly Sam Bentley’s 
Island and the Biddle lad who has written firsthand 
the other world accessible them only one- 
way ticket from clammy Suburban Street Station and 
coat arms based less “noblesse oblige” than 
the line from Oliver Twist (which used appear 

William Lynch, 

Saint Joseph’s College, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Montherlant, Henry The Bachelors 
Macmillan. July 31,1961. 199p. $3.95. (IIb) 

Montherlant’s novel was published Paris 
1934 Les Celibataires. depressing story, one 
can story rather than study, the decline 
and fall comte Léon Cantré and the decline 
without fall baron Elie Coétquidan. There 
not one character the whole book who likable, 
companionable; all are pathetic, self-centered cowards, 
hugging their fears ever closer, destroying all they could 
love which could love them the strangling coils 
self-pity and self-consciousness. 


meet these two wretched figures when the fates 
have already written their miserable plight: death for 
one and the mere postponement the same for the 
other. Neither lifts hand anything about it, nor 
those who could help them. Everyone languishes 
kind petty limbo where the slightest action 
enough enervate, especially when for their own 
good. Death for them expedient, feasible solution 
their problems. Aristotle right insisting that 
tragic characters necessarily the 
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nobility these are Coantré and Coét- 
quidan are eliminated from that category; there noth- 
ing noble about either them. this reviewer cor- 
rect deciding that the word “protagonist” implies 
“action” some sort, then the two penniless Chap- 
linesque figures are not worthy that name. they 
are real, (and one feels that, degree, they are), this 
reader has not met anyone like them, thank Heavens! 


All this not say that the book not worthy 
being read. the contrary, well written, 
style that reminiscent that Anthony Trollope. 
almost every page there are epigrammatic observa- 
tions, some cutting, like: 

Paris, everything black; but not deliberate black, 


the true black Spain, but the grey black dirt: grey 
houses, grey clothes, grey faces, grey blood. 


Ambition and greed are the two legs the worldly man: 
who without them legless cripple the crowd. 


The human mind endlessly ingenious self-flattery. 

For bachelors, the world ball attached elastic band; 

however far they throw it, back always comes. 
And the characters are well-delineated, well that 
one sees them imagination, infuriated their 
foibles, feels like giving them shove; but one never 
feels pity for them. Rather ashamed for them and for 
the human race, that such people can exist part 
it. that blush see ourselves, exaggerated 
may be, such despicable persons? 


style and characterization, then, Montherlant 
has succeeded. this reviewer considers the 
novel suitable only for those who wish dragged 
through most pathetic experience. the prospective 
reader looking for pleasant eventing, should look 
elsewhere than among The Bachelors. 


Oscar Bouise, Litt.D., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Ashmead, John The Mountain and the Feather 
Houghton, Mifflin. Aug. 397p. $5.00. (IIb) 
Against the background Pearl Harbor and Pacific 
island battlefields told the story young Montgomery 
Classen, who went from Yale the Navy serve 
interpreter (Japanese), interrogator prisoners, 
analyst documents and scavenger enemy corpses 
for diaries and records. the outset, the tone one 
half-comedy the new ensign indoctrinated into 
the weird ways the Intelligence unit attached 
and moves about the tense off-duty life Pearl 
Harbor and Honolulu. After his first combat mission, 
the overwhelming Aleutian island which had 
already been evacuated the Japanese, the tone 
changes Monty begins approach love beau- 
tiful Korean girl and realize what death means 
the bitterness the Pacific fighting. 


Through all, Monty apparently questioning Life and 
its values, finding that he, even the heat amphibi- 
ous campaigning, can reflect that substitutes irony 
for God. But, after blissful recuperative idyll with 
nurse Leilani, the Korean girl, Monty “finds himself” 
after suicide attack his ammuni- 
tion ship and, presumably recalling Leilani’s pregnancy 
and feeling his own power, realizes that life itself 
enough, something. 


Best 


The comic elements this novel are often individually 
well done, e.g., the project Captain Feverton bring 
about the Japanese surrender painting Fujiyama 
black, and some the inane activities the young 
officers and around Honolulu. The more serious 
aspects, however, are redolent adolescent dreaming 
and modern formless thinking. Stylistically, the novel 
pretentious, though too infrequent times achieves 
felicity expression that makes one wish the author 
would better curb his high-ranging spaniels. fault 
that becomes intolerable that the narrative the 
second person, “you” being Monty. fact, good 
part the matter not susceptible such treatment 
and jogs from the concealed omniscient point-of-view 
“you” are annoying, reaching such foolishness 
“Across your face came the expression man in- 
tensely dissatisfied with himself.” 


and large, the atmosphere this novel good 
taste, but some vulgarities must limit the audience 
literate adults who may find the novel better than most. 


Cdr. Clinton Maguire, USCG, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Woollcott, Barbara This Blessed Spot 
Doubleday. Aug. 308p. $3.95. (IIb) 


The publisher tells readers “may find echoes the 
direct and forthright the Author’s famous 
Uncle,” who was Alexander sure that 
that the author’s famous uncle would not appreciate 
the direct and forthright transcription pages 
young girl’s thoughts her breasts, her thoughts and 
preparations she begins woman’s monthly troubles, 
nor the interruption train journey new widow 
spend two nights Pittsburgh hotel with Navy 
man. 


Frankly, this reader, old friend New England 
and Martha’s Vineyard, was enjoying the story Sarah 
Braun and her family the island, and regretted the 
adversities that took them away for eight years, when 
Miss Woollcott’s forthrightness got the best her and 
the story became crude. Then life the Vineyard 
resumed and the story was real and enjoyable. 


Tragedy struck and the author’s idea how Sarah was 
cope with her loss bit ridiculous. hap- 
pened certainly not line with the character 
viously drawn for and, from then until the end, 
there feeling running out the pages, but certainly 
not reality. 


There are many fine passages the book, and Miss 
Woollcott does have promise, but the side passages 
not add the story This Blessed Spot, Martha’s 


Vineyard. 
John Cullen, A.B., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 
Montupet, Jeanne The Red Fountain 


St. Martin’s. Aug. 4,1961. 336p. $4.95. 


The publisher calls this novel the “Gone With the 
Wind” French Algeria. The writing, the charac 
terization, and the epic sweep the story are, 
far cry from the Mitchell book. the 
tion John Barlow were well done such the reader 
will puzzled how the original could possibly 


have 
ness 
with 
earl 
tion. 
Alge 
Arn 
men 
fron 
tain 
thre 
ofc 
boys 
and 
high 
fam 
this 
wer 
pap 
Gol 
Thi 
tha 
the 
ist 
the 
qui 
nov 
liar 
Ove 


SELLERs 


dividually 
bring 
Fujiyama 
the 
dreaming 
the novel 
achieves 
author 

fault 
the 
good 
treatment 
in- 


good 
dience 
1an most. 


USCG, 


sed Spot 


the 
famous 
sure that 
ppreciate 
ges 
and 
troubles, 
widow 
Navy 


England 
Sarah 
the 
rs, when 
her and 


was 
hap- 
end, 
certainly 


Miss 
sages 


and 


the 
transla- 
reader 
possibly 


15, 1961 


have been selected published all. The 
ness Algerian topics might have had something 
with it. This story, the other hand, begins the 
early nineteenth century and ends only two generations 
later. only remotely related the present situa- 
tion. 


Algeria 1837 no-man’s land between the French 
Army and one Abd-el-Kadar, leader the Arab tribes- 
men. here that Simon Vermorel brings his family 
from France settle Ain Hamra, the Red Foun- 
tain the title, homestead not far from Algiers. The 
three sections the book are named turn after the 
father, the daughter-in-law, and her son. There are, 
course, others the family, plus maids and house- 
boys well neighbors who share largely the agony 
being pioneers. 


The tale rolls inexorably, drama ardent passion 
and heroism recounted the manner industrious 
high school sophomore. There are poverty, fatigue, 
famine, drought, seduction endured save the farm, 
ambush, earthquake, fire, hostile natives, plagues in- 
sects, and just plain plague. Each these disasters 
ground out painfully, taking from three five pages 
apiece. Scattered among these episodes, the author has 
constructed appropriate dialogue that space filling, 
loaded with interjections (curiously, Spanish for 
this story French family), and practically mean- 
ingless for depicting real passion and depth char- 
acter. the Arabian names for persons and places 
were changed those found the old Southwest, the 
result might almost good third-rate Western 


paper-back. 
Brother Gabriel, F.S.C., 
Salle, College, 
Bacolod City, 


Golon, Sergeanne Angelique Barbary 
Lippincott. July 12, 1961. 376p. $5.95. (IIb) 

This reviewer has just awakened the sad discovery 
that, somewhere along the way, has missed some- 
thing the genesis the modern historical novel, viz., 
the installment serialized type which this example 
third series, all dealing with the same central 
character, which the first two were and still are 
completely unknown the reviewer. This direct 
continuation the earlier stories that references are 
made the events and characters those stories. The 
central character, Angelique, has had far from an- 
gelic career. Born the minor nobility, she had mar- 
tied the illustrous and brilliant Joffrey Peyrac, Count 
Toulouse and Prince Aquitaine, man con- 
siderable talents whom she had borne two sons and 
who had been condemned death Louis XIV for 
treason. her husband gone, Angelique had run 
through meteoric career the Paris underworld and 
then, opening chocolate shop and investing the 
Profits wisely, she had become wealthy woman. For 
years she had loved her distant cousin, Phillippe, Mar- 
quis Plessis-Belliere, Marshal France, whom she 
now blackmailed into marrying her. Followed bril- 
liant career Versailles where she became confidante 
the Sun King and Colbert and highly successful 
tival Madame Montespan wielding authority 
over the King. 


the current installment opens, Angelique virtually 
under house arrest and disgrace Court for having 
refused become the King’s mistress. series 


accidents she learns that Joffrey Peyrac may have 


been saved from the stake, may yet alive and living 


some the more esoteric spots along the Mediter- 
ranean littoral. Phillippe dead, her love for Jof 
frey revived, (seemingly Angelique has never had dif- 
ficulty loving any one man even multiples one 
any given moment), and she resolved seek further 
information concerning his whereabouts the haunts 
and lairs the Mediterranean corsairs. 
Marseilles, she encountered Savary, the alchemist- 
apothecary earlier days, and traded herself blithely 
the Marquis Vivonne, brother Montespan 
and commander the French Mediterranean fleet, for 
passage Crete, where she hoped discover further 
information concerning the whereabouts Joffrey. 


the pirate, d’Escrainville, and taken Crete where 
she sold auction. She concerts with Savary 
plan escape which he, who has rediscovered the 
secret Greek fire, will use set the pirate ships 
ablaze while his own relatives spirit them away 
safety. the climax unheard-of bidding, Angelique 
purchased the mysterious pirate-counterfeiter, 
Rescator, who may even Joffrey. Although attracted 
him, Angelique still goes through with the escape 
and returns Malta where she interviews former 
servant her husband’s and learns that still alive 
Bone. Taking for there, Aneglique now cap- 
tured the pirate, Mezzo-Morte, Admiral Barbary, 
who imposter give her the information 
which had brought her within his reach. Mezzo-Morte 
told her that Joffrey had died the plague and then 
sold her Osman Faraji, Grand Eunuch and trusted 
adviser the cruel, powerful and able Sultan Mo- 
rocco, Mulai Ismail. The Grand Eunuch plans use 
Angelique displace others and make his influence 
with the Sultan supreme. Consequently, hides 
Angelique the harem and only accident that 
Mulai Ismail discovers her. attempts take her 
force she stabs him and whipped. From thence- 
forth she strict prisoner until Mulai can find time 
and opportunity subdue her. 


Just before his death Savary again engineers escape 
for Angelique with Colin Paturel, courageous leader 
among the enslaved Christians but only common 
sailor. The entire group are killed the escape except 
Colin and Angelique who reach Ceuta where she finds 
emissary Louis awaiting bring her back 
France. this point the story closes with Angelique 
sadder and wiser woman wishing that she could move 
new life. can, however, relatively cer- 
tain that, her further adventures, can expect more 
fthe same with but change scene. 


Written husband-wife team, (vide the combined 
Christian name), this extremely slushy adventure- 
historical novel with viclence, cruelty, illicit sex and 
mystery lend the spice that will attract readers. 
The most saddening thing about all that shall 
probably have more the same future installments. 
suitable for adults escape reading but there 
really anyone who wants scape that badly? 


Wolf, Ph.D. 
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Huguenin, Jean-René 
The Other Side the Summer 


Translated from the French Richard Howard. Braziller. 
Aug. 222p. $4.00. (IIb) 

Shock and recoil should the normal reaction the 
theme brother’s love for his sister. The Greeks 
and Elizabethans thought so, but not Huguenin. 
His first novel treats the theme symbolically, poetical- 
ly. Olivier, the brother, comes home his seashore 
Breton home rediscover Anne, his sister. But she 
engaged Pierre, Olivier’s childhood friend whom 
she intends marry the close the summer. 
loves his sister strange, inexplicable way. So, the 
summer’s other side draws nearer, the threesome 
confused lovers and group mysterious friends lan- 
guorously live out their remaining vacation days 
restless play: beach ball, hide-and-go-seek, card games, 
ambiguous conversation, sight seeing. One day Olivier 
rows Anne the legendary isle Griec where they 
play favorite game. She plays dead and tries 
awaken her smothering her with kisses. But sud- 
denly they’re not children any longer, and Anne be- 
comes quite disturbed. Pierre, sensing change 
Anne and hating Olivier for it, decides take his 
fiancée away settle Beirut. after many 
letters discontent from Anne, Olivier stares the 
sea, the lonely, fathomless sea. 

tastefully handled this forbidden subject is, the 
implication lingers that long nature sympathy 
with love—the sand dunes, trees, rocks, sea and mists 
all conspire—there nothing really wrong. (Shades 
Shelley!) The author has special talent for de- 
scription. recalling childhood memories, especially 
the beautiful passage the refugees’ flight from the 
Nazis the early days World War II, the writing 
fresh and rewarding, and the nature images superbly 
blend with the delicacy the theme. But narrative 
omissions and the need provide only psychological 
ambiguities characters act roadblocks simple 
understanding events. course, this kind writ- 
ing demonstrates well the best modern techniques, 
but the same story, and no-nonsense attitude toward 
it, was told long ago and better ’Tis Pity She’s 
Whore, which Ford himself said prefatory note, 
“The gravity the subject may easily excuse the light- 


ness the title. John Murray, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Johnson, The Secret Gift 
Doubleday. July 21, 1961. 335p. $4.50. (IV) 


Johnson actually two people, Annabell and 
Edgar Johnson, husband and wife team. They have 
previously published two adult novels, Speckled 
Bird and The Big Rock Candy and several juvenile 
titles. Although not conventional junior novel, 
The Secret Gift falls between their previous books, 
lacking both the complexity adult novel, and the 
simplicity juvenile. 

The Secret Gift traces the pre-love affair two young 
people, Arne, cripple, the throes finding himself, 
despite his handicap and his over-protective father, and 
Clem (Clementine) dozen years his junior, crippled 
emotional conflicts too numerous detail. Both 
see themselves rebels and iconoclasts; both are given 
spouting long, partially baked thoughts about Life. 


Best 


There standard caste heavy handed parents, 
(who are not bad after all, when you stop realize 
that they too have their problems), mercenary and 
uninspired teachers interested only acquiring easy 
dollar, bewildered and rootless teen-agers. 

The Secret Gift the title would seem the gift 
understanding and acceptance, exchanged between 
two people destined love each other, but the 
sons are full messages—messages about parent-child 
and husband-wife relationships, about juvenile delin- 
quency, education, school drop-outs, the nature 
cess, interracial justice, true versus false religion, 
versus “long hair” music. Their book wierd amal- 
gam the grim humorlessness Ayn Rand and 
the marshmallow wholesomeness the Loretta Young 
character analysis, devoid literary quality, could 
have slipped the usually astute Doubleday editors. 

Genevieve Casey, 


Detroit Public Library, 
Detroit, Michigan 

test 

ced 


Johnson, Alvin 
The Battle the Wild Turkey and Other Tales 

Atheneum. 241p. $4.50. (1) 
Eight stories, not without interest pathos, come out 
old man’s memory lifetime’s varied experi- 
ences tales told him turn. The two longest, 

Dolores” and “The Long Way Round,” are frankly 
contrived, but draw the same fund firsthand 
knowledge their milieu trappings. 
Literally artless, linear not dimensionless, the narra- 
tive proceeds he-did-this-then-he-did-that fashion, 
but the simplicity appreciated beside the few rhetori- 
cal incursions like blush under gray hair may 
very beautiful, like the ray dawn under the morning 
cloud” (p. 143), “Myself when young did sometimes 
eat Luella’s dinners, and the thought them makes 
sad. Something good gone from the world for- 
ever” (p. 117). 
Although the characters not come alive and the 
situations echo other fiction (The Revolt Mother 
Securs), certain warmth and downright honesty ap- 


peal. The sentimentality chiefly one understate- 
ment. Here are the unhurrying quality the yarn 
and immediate transparency theme. The author table 
grinds ideological axes but his evident concern with 
socio-economic factors directs much the action and ofa 
responsible for passages gratuitous information The 
(how tramps really live, what wrong with Indian 
schools) which the reader responds the sur 
prisingly well stocked mind chatty fellow passenger lend 
long train ride. 
would fruitless try place these tales the 
American literary tradition; the most diverse Port. 
cences abound—Willa Cather the immigrant 
eers the title story, Henry the noble 
perhaps even Horatio Alger. may regard this rather 
the less serious work one who primarily ack 
scholar-administrator and who has edited and pub 
lished authoritative studies economics meth 
fields. 

comk 


Mother Mary Anthony, 
Rosemont College, 
Rosemont, Pennsylvania 
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Soubiran, André 
Doubleday. Aug. 11,1961. 331p. $4.50. (Ila) 

introductory note the author points out that this 
novel far from being roman clef made 


imaginary memories. Although says nothing about 


thése, has evidently used these “mem- 
ories” attempt exposé the inefficiency French 
mental institutions and the ineptness some mem- 
cover the events the 
story uses the diary technique. Jean Lacombe (or 


sane ward Melun through miscarriage justice. 
Dr. Roch, the newly appointed medical director 
Melun, soon becomes aware Lacombe’s innocence 
and sanity and gives him the task reorganizing the 
institutional library. This gives him the opportunity 
and the leisure write his personal journal and 
through the perspective his diary that the situations 
are presented the reader. Colette, the patient’s wife, 
presently Canada fighting for her rights con- 
tested legacy. Although Lacombe drops hints ante- 
cedent infidelity his part, his letters and phantasies 
give evidence deep love for his wife who evi- 
dently the indulgent and forbearing kind. Among the 
staff Soubiran has cast all imaginable types. addi- 
tion Dr. Roch who personifies the ideal medical man, 
find Dr. Ferment, the Melun superintendent, whose 


idealism has suffered the attrition years disillu- 


sionment; Dr. Henriet, young intern who disguises 
his good dispositions profusion cynicisms; Cahu- 
zac, the hospital director who interested only his 
personal security; Levret, the naive person who valu- 
able when properly guided, and host others. 


librarian, Lacombe allowed tour the wards 
distribute his books. This enables the reader hear 
about the plight the disturbed inmates, the semi- 
disturbed, the perverts, the incontinents and all the 
other pathological cases. Lacombe’s admiration for 
Roch grows with closer association, and soon volun- 
teers become the doctor’s personal secretary. the 
meantime Colette having had favorable decision re- 
turns Paris and allowed work for Dr. Roch. 
Lacombe over-joyed, since this makes possible for 


him see his wife daily the seclusion the library. 
Here again, however, the woman becomes the inevi- 
table hypothenuse, and what initially presented itself 
the guise blessing very nearly becomes the source 
tragedy. 

The interest the reader maintained the sparing 


Lacombe’s pre-institution life. Yet, the 
artificiality the collage events too blatant 
lend any grace the harsh sociological message the 
novel. the contrary, heavy repetitiousness stamps 
with the dubious qualities sociological survey re- 
some instances the reader may have the im- 
pression reading textbook. spite these flaws, 
however, the author has forcefully portrayed the intru- 
sion politics into the administration hospitals, the 
lack interest found pathetic public, the selfish- 
ness relatives, and the resistance change 
methods therapy. Moreover the amateur psycholo- 
gist will probably gather valuable insights from La- 
combe’s self-analyses. 

Brother Robert Francoeur, 

Walsh College, 

Canton, Ohio 


Good-bye, Doctor Roch 
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Belfrage, Cedric Master Columbus 
Doubleday. July 285p. $3.95. (III) 


Mr. Belfrage master storyteller, and has turned 
his hand fascinating fictionalized tale about Chris- 
topher Columbus and his early discoveries the Carib- 
bean. tells his story through the mouth one 
Yayael, native Indian who watched Columbus and 
his men disembark their first island, and the story 
winds through all the expeditions that the Great Navi- 
gator made, together with his disillusioning return his 
home land. For many years children have been taught 
about the good things that civilization brought the 
natives, but this novel gives twist the usual story 
telling all the bad things that the soldiers and plun- 
derers brought. sharp and incisive story, and the 
reader will receive many jolts when the Indian’s side 
the story told. 

The work completely bitter satire, with particular 
venom being strewn the so-called Christian soldiers 
who moved gentle peace-loving pagan type 
Indian culture, then debased and ruined it. The In- 
dian emerges the hero, and the Christian the vil- 
lain. Mr. Belfrage must have spent hours research 
digging all the worst features the Inquisition 
and Torquemada, because has many pages vivid 
descriptions about the refined and unrefined tortures 
that were visited upon all persons who did not accept 
the Spanish concept the True Faith. There are pages 
the text which outdo Maria Monk, and even the 
priests’ vices are retailed with much ostensible smack- 
ing the lips. Columbus himself remains always the 
peerless and noble gentleman, but Yayael looks him 
with wondering eyes because thinks the planting 
Crosses rather silly gesture, and thinks the Faith 
into which was baptized has countless difficulties 
and even absurdities. 

clever writing make “the natural man” hero, 
and “the baptized man” the villain ,and reader may 
unconsciously wafted into state mind where 
begins think that complete paganism better than 
Christian culture. Sexual promiscuity represented 
casually and charmingly that any restraint seems 
unnatural. Then the other hand the Christian ex- 
plorers who voraciously grabbed Gold and Women 
(in that order) are painted with dirty brush, and they 
give feeling nausea any decent person. 

The publisher says this “delightful, penetrating and 
savage” satire Columbus’ discovery the New 
World. The word “savage” really fits, but only 
over-enthusiastic copy writer could say “delight- 
ful.” “Penetrating” perhaps, but certainly not “de- 
lightful.” And even the word “bitter” would better 
than “penetrating,” too. filled with spleen, and 
all the more dangerous because seemingly 
tale told good little Indian who was bewildered 
the impact the Spaniards his good little pagan 


people. Eugene Dooley, 
Mt. St. Joseph Teachers’ College, 
Buffalo, New York 


Master This Vessel 


Griffin, Gwyn 
Aug. 1961. 398p. $4.95. 


Holt, Rinehart Winston. 
(IIb) 

Let’s make mistake it: this good sea story, one 
the best. The author makes splendid use many 
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Huguenin, Jean-René 
The Other Side the Summer 
Translated from the French Richard Howard. 
Aug. 222p. $4.00. (IIb) 
Shock and recoil should the normal reaction the 
theme brother’s love for his sister. The Greeks 
and Elizabethans thought so, but not Huguenin. 
His first novel treats the theme symbolically, poetical- 
ly. Olivier, the brother, comes home his seashore 
Breton home rediscover Anne, his sister. But she 
engaged Pierre, Olivier’s childhood friend whom 
she intends marry the close the summer. Olivier 
loves his sister strange, inexplicable way. So, the 
summer’s other side draws nearer, the threesome 
confused lovers and group mysterious friends lan- 
guorously live out their remaining vacation days 
restless play: beach ball, hide-and-go-seek, card games, 
ambiguous conversation, sight seeing. One day 
rows Anne the legendary isle Griec where they 
play favorite game. She plays dead and tries 
awaken her smothering her with kisses. But sud- 
denly they’re not children any longer, and Anne be- 
comes quite disturbed. Pierre, sensing change 
Anne and hating Olivier for it, decides take his 
fiancée away settle Beirut. Years later, after many 
letters discontent from Anne, Olivier stares the 
sea, the lonely, fathomless sea. 
tastefully handled this forbidden subject is, the 
implication lingers that long nature sympathy 
with love—the sand dunes, trees, rocks, sea and mists 
all conspire—there nothing really wrong. (Shades 
Shelley!) The author has special talent for de- 
scription. recalling childhood memories, especially 
the beautiful passage the refugees’ flight from the 
Nazis the early days World War II, the writing 
fresh and rewarding, and the nature images superbly 
blend with the delicacy the theme. But narrative 
omissions and the need provide only psychological 
ambiguities characters act roadblocks simple 
understanding events. course, this kind writ- 
ing demonstrates well the best modern techniques, 
but the same story, and no-nonsense attitude toward 
it, was told long ago and better Pity She’s 
Whore, which Ford himself said prefatory note, 
“The gravity the subject may easily excuse the light- 


ness the title. John Murray, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Johnson, The Secret Gift 
Doubleday. July 335p. $4.50. (IV) 

Johnson actually two people, Annabell and 
Edgar Johnson, husband and wife team. They have 
previously published two adult novels, Speckled 
Bird and The Big Rock Candy and several juvenile 
titles. Although not conventional junior novel, 
The Secret Gift falls between their previous books, 
lacking both the complexity adult novel, and the 
simplicity juvenile. 

The Secret Gift traces the pre-love affair two young 
people, Arne, cripple, the throes finding himself, 
despite his handicap and his over-protective father, and 
Clem (Clementine) dozen years his junior, crippled 
emotional conflicts too numerous detail. Both 


see themselves rebels and iconoclasts; both are given 
spouting long, partially baked thoughts about Life. 


Best SELLERS 


There standard caste heavy handed parents, 
(who are not bad after all, when you stop realize 
that they too have their problems), mercenary and 
uninspired teachers interested only acquiring easy 
dollar, bewildered and rootless teen-agers. 
The Secret Gift the title would seem the gift 
understanding and acceptance, exchanged between 
two people destined love each other, but the John- 
sons are full messages—messages about parent-child 
and husband-wife relationships, about juvenile delin- 
quency, education, school drop-outs, the nature suc- 
cess, interracial justice, true versus false religion, jazz 
versus “long hair” music. Their book wierd amal- 
gam the grim humorlessness Ayn Rand and 
the marshmallow wholesomeness the Loretta Young 
Show. surprising that manuscript weak 
character analysis, devoid literary quality, could 
have slipped the usually astute Doubleday editors. 

Genevieve Casey, 

Detroit Public Library, 

Detroit, Michigan 

Johnson, Alvin 


The Battle the Wild Turkey and Other Tales 
Atheneum. 241p. $4.50. (1) 


Eight stories, not without interest pathos, come out 
old man’s memory lifetime’s varied experi- 
ences tales told him turn. The two longest, 
“Dolores” and “The Long Way Round,” are frankly 
contrived, but draw the same fund firsthand 
knowledge their milieu trappings. 

Literally artless, linear not dimensionless, the narra- 
tive proceeds he-did-this-then-he-did-that fashion, 
but the simplicity appreciated beside the few rhetori- 
cal incursions like blush under gray hair may 
very beautiful, like the ray dawn under the morning 
cloud” (p. 143), “Myself when young did sometimes 
eat Luella’s dinners, and the thought them makes 
sad. Something good gone from the world for- 
ever” (p. 117). 

Although the characters not come alive and the 
situations echo other fiction (The Revolt Mother 
Securs), certain warmth and downright honesty ap- 
peal. The sentimentality chiefly one understate- 
ment. Here are the unhurrying quality the yarn 
and immediate transparency theme. The author 
grinds ideological axes but his evident concern with 
socio-economic factors directs much the action and 
responsible for passages gratuitous information 
(how tramps really live, what wrong with Indian 
schools) which the reader responds the sur- 
prisingly well stocked mind chatty fellow passenger 
long train ride. 

would fruitless try place these tales the 
American literary tradition; the most diverse reminis- 
cences abound—Willa Cather the 
eers the title story, Henry the noble hoboes, 
perhaps even Horatio Alger. may regard this rather 
the less serious work one who primarily 
scholar-administrator and who has edited 
lished authoritative studies economics 


fields. 
Mother Mary Anthony, 
Rosemont College, 
Rosemont, Pennsylvania 
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Soubiran, André Good-bye, Doctor Roch 
Doubleday. Aug. 11,1961. 331p. $4.50. (Ila) 


introductory note the author points out that this 
novel far from being roman clef made 
imaginary memories. Although says nothing about 
roman thése, has evidently used these “mem- 
ories” attempt exposé the inefficiency French 
mental institutions and the ineptness some mem- 
bers their personnel. cover the events the 
story uses the diary technique. Jean Lacombe (or 
Lascombe?) was committed the criminally in- 
sane ward Melun through miscarriage justice. 
Dr. Roch, the newly appointed medical director 
Melun, soon becomes aware Lacombe’s innocence 
and sanity and gives him the task reorganizing the 
institutional library. This gives him the opportunity 
and the leisure write his personal journal and 
through the perspective his diary that the situations 
are presented the reader. Colette, the patient’s wife, 
presently Canada fighting for her rights con- 
tested legacy. Although Lacombe drops hints ante- 
cedent infidelity his part, his letters and phantasies 
give evidence deep love for his wife who evi- 
dently the indulgent and forbearing kind. Among the 
staff Soubiran has cast all imaginable types. addi- 
tion Dr. Roch who personifies the ideal medical man, 
find Dr. Ferment, the Melun superintendent, whose 
idealism has suffered the attrition years disillu- 
sionment; Dr. Henriet, young intern who disguises 
his good dispositions profusion cynicisms; Cahu- 
zac, the hospital director who interested only his 
personal security; Levret, the naive person who valu- 
able when properly guided, and host others. 
librarian, Lacombe allowed tour the wards 
distribute his books. This enables the reader hear 
about the plight the disturbed inmates, the semi- 
disturbed, the perverts, the incontinents and all the 
other pathological cases. Lacombe’s admiration for 
Roch grows with closer association, and soon volun- 
teers become the doctor’s personal secretary. the 
meantime Colette having had decision re- 
turns Paris and allowed work for Dr. Roch. 
Lacombe over-joyed, since this mekes possible for 
him see his wife daily the seclusion the library. 
Here again, however, the woman becomes the inevi- 
table hypothenuse, and what initially presented itself 
the guise blessing very nearly becomes the source 
tragedy. 
The interest the reader maintained the sparing 
revelation Lacombe’s pre-institution life. Yet, the 
artificiality the collage events too blatant 
lend any grace the harsh sociological message the 
novel. the contrary, heavy repetitiousness stamps 
with the dubious qualities sociological survey re- 
port. some instances the reader may have the im- 
pression reading textbook. spite these flaws, 
however, the author has forcefully portrayed the intru- 
sion politics into the administration hospitals, the 
lack interest found pathetic public, the selfish- 
ness relatives, and the resistance change 
methods therapy. Moreover the amateur psycholo- 
gist will probably gather valuable insights from La- 
combe’s self-analyses. 

Brother Robert Francoeur, 

Walsh College, 

Canton, Ohio 
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Belfrage, Cedric Master Columbus 
Doubleday. July 28,1961. 285p. $3.95. (III) 


Mr. Belfrage master storyteller, and has turned 
his hand fascinating fictionalized tale about Chris- 
topher Columbus and his early discoveries the Carib- 
bean. tells his story through the mouth one 
Yayael, native Indian who watched Columbus and 
his men disembark their first island, and the story 
winds through all the expeditions that the Great Navi- 
gator made, together with his disillusioning return his 
home land. For many years children have been taught 
about the good things that civilization brought the 
natives, but this novel gives twist the usual story 
telling all the bad things that the soldiers and plun- 
derers brought. sharp and incisive story, and the 
reader will receive many jolts when the Indian’s side 
the story told. 

The work completely bitter satire, with particular 
venom being strewn the so-called Christian soldiers 
who moved gentle peace-loving pagan type 
Indian culture, then debased and ruined it. The In- 
dian emerges the hero, and the Christian the vil- 
lain. Mr. Belfrage must have spent hours research 
digging all the worst features the Inquisition 
and Torquemada, because has many pages vivid 
descriptions about the refined and unrefined tortures 
that were visited upon all persons who did not accept 
the Spanish concept the True Faith. There are pages 
the text which outdo Maria Monk, and even the 
priests’ vices are retailed with much ostensible smack- 
ing the lips. Columbus himself remains always the 
peerless and noble gentleman, but Yayael looks him 
with wondering eyes because thinks the planting 
Crosses rather silly gesture, and thinks the Faith 
into which was baptized has countless difficulties 
and even absurdities. 

clever writing make “the natural man” hero, 
and “the baptized man” the villain ,and reader may 
unconsciously wafted into state mind where 
begins think that complete paganism better than 
Christian culture. Sexual promiscuity represented 
casually and charmingly that any restraint seems 
unnatural. Then the other hand the Christian ex- 
plorers who voraciously grabbed Gold and Women 
(in that order) are painted with dirty brush, and they 
give feeling nausea any decent person. 

The publisher says this “delightful, penetrating and 
savage” satire Columbus’ discovery the New 
World. The word “savage” really fits, but only 
over-enthusiastic copy writer could say “delight- 
ful.” “Penetrating” perhaps, but certainly not “de- 
lightful.” even the word “bitter” would better 
than “penetrating,” too. filled with spleen, and 
all the more dangerous because seemingly 
tale told good little Indian who was bewildered 
the impact the Spaniards his good little pagan 


people. Eugene Dooley, J.C.D., 
Mt. St. Joseph Teachers’ College, 
Buffalo, New York 
Griffin, Gwyn Master This Vessel 
Rinehart Winston. Aug. 1961. 398p. $4.95. 
Let’s make mistake it: this good sea story, one 
the best. The author makes splendid use many 
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varied character development, disparate 
nationality types, humor, ‘cruelty, fear and always the 
twisting, mighty Mr. Griffin obviously knows boats 
and his experience brings life-like quality every 
part ship life which describes. catch definite, 
strong bias against the English. many occasions 
stops underline their cruelty, their disdain others. 
About the English proletariat says simply: “These 
people radiated evil.” surely true the class 
traveling this voyage representative. 

The “master this vessel” Serafino Ciccolanti, 
years old, cripple and man who feels himself marked 
adversely fate. rejected his faith “when 
God had betrayed him” and through the latter pages 
the book Serafino neither trusts himself nor his fortune. 
strange hero, combination qualities which 
often submerge the nobility him. credit 
the author’s knowledge character that Serafino’s 
success and fame, journey’s end, turns his head. 
all too human. 

are all the confused conglomeration passengers 
and crew aboard the San -Roque which sails out 
Naples bound for Australia. Serafino chief officer, 
but only temporarily and without the increase pay 
which this position should hold. Don Ildefonso owns 
the fleet ships and has made fortune cutting 
expense. His cheap kind service attracts peculiar 
types passengers: Roger Lannfranc, years old and 
retired from the English submarine service against his 
will; Colonel Chelgrove and his sister Paula, escaping 
from court-martial disgrace and living dream world; 
Flora McKenrick, 40, schoolmistress, large and cruel, 
driven sex frustration purchase its satisfaction. 


HEADLINERS 
Title and Classification Author Date 
FICTION 

The Agony and the Ecstasy (IIb) 
Kill Mockingbird (Ila) 
Mila (IIb) 
The Edge Sadness (Ila) 
The Winter Our Discontent (Ila) Steinbeck 15, ’61 
The Carpetbaggers (IV) 15, 1961 
The Last the Just Nov. 15, ’60 
Rembrandt Schmitt July 1961 
Burnt-Out Case Greene Mar. 
Mothers and Daughters (IV) Hunter June 1961 
Shooting Star (III) Stegner June 
Hawaii (IIb) Michener 
Advise and Consent (IIb) Drury Aug. 


NON-FICTION 


The Rise and Fall the Third 
Reich (Ila) 

Nation Sheep (1) 

The New English Bible: 
New Testament 

Ring Bright Water 

Russia and the West Under Lenin 
and Stalin (Ila) 

The Making the President- 
1960 

Life With Women and How 
Survive (IIb) 

Fate the Hunter 

Sketches from Life (1) 

Reality Advertising 

Gifts Passage (Ila) 

Music the Spheres (Ila) 


Apr. 


Stone 


Shirer 
Lederer 


Nov. 
May 15, ’61 


Apr. 


June 
Aug. 1961 


May 15, ’61 
Feb. 15, 1961 
Acheson June 
Reeves July 15, 1961 
Rama Rau June 15, 1961 
Murchie 


Kennan 
White 


Peck 
Gann 


Best SELLERS 


The scene her seduction Italian crewman 
strong enough suggest that this book for adult 
reading. Captain Onestinghel Russian (therefore 
cynic??) and, strangely, good Roman Catholic. 
and when appendicitis strikes sea, and surgeon 
board, dies. Serafino becomes master. 
disliked most, leading the climax the story 
when, the grip cyclone, passengers erupt into muti- 
nous action and under the guidance Roger Lannfranc 
most the dramatis personae off into boats and 
onto their destruction. Suitable for adults, except for 
the passage above-mentioned. 


Eugene 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 
Clue Works 


The 1960 crop detective stories (short) provided 
slim pickings for Brett Halliday, who edited the 16th 
annual collection Best Detective Stories the year 
1960, (Dutton. 287p. $3.95; for none the 
stories are really above average; and there are none 
from Ellery Queen’s magazine, for E.Q. publishes two 
collections annually Very Welcome Death 
Mathews, (Holt, Rinehart Winston. 185p. 
$3.50; is, sadly, also just ordinary: when Cissie 
Rayman was murdered, there were many suspects, for 
many had suffered from her gossiping—that sort 
thing Evil Genius George Bagby, (Doubleday. 
190p. $2.95; IIa), sets Inspector Schmidt, kind 
phlegmatic British Maigret, search for the murderer 
despicable boy, genius science, mathematics 
and crime, and this brings him into encounters with 
collection neurotics and psychotics Although 
the plot The Green Stone Suzanne Blanc, (Har- 
per. 182p. $3.50; IIa), about old Willkie Collins’ 
The Moonstone, the atmosphere and setting are above 
average. tourist Mexico unwittingly comes into 
possession huge emerald stolen from two other 
tourists who have been murdered, and the murderers 
are the trail Manning Coles’ Search for Sultan, 
(Doubleday. 192p. $3.95; I), is, Coles fans will ex- 
pect, filled with comic characters, 
pades, and stars Tommy Hambledon. you 
understand, the heir sultanate murdered Eng- 
land, there rumor that had been married secret- 
and had left son, and Tommy must find the son 
Dark Lantern cloak and dagger stuff 
topher Short, which young Englishman helps the 
German police destroy neo-Nazi organization; too 
many improbabilities weaken the structure, 
188p. $2.95; IIb) Nicholas Blake, whose writing 
always above average, offers The Worm Death, 
(Harper. 243p. $3.95; IIa), which Nigel Strangeways, 
the debonair detective requested family 
vestigate their father’s murder. The setting London 
and well done Agatha Christie fans will welcome 
Double Sin and Other Stories, (Dodd, Mead. 
$3.50; I), which contains eight all told, and all told 
well. Some are old, some recent, and all delightful, 
“The Theft the Royal Ruby” especially so; two 
the stories are straight mysteries; the other six feature 
those lovable sleuths, Hercule Poirot and Jane Marple. 


John Rhode’s latest The Vanishing Diary, (Dodd, 
Mead. 212p. $2.95; I), which, one might expect, 
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about diary that missing after murder and 
needed supply the motives; the tale seems weakly 


put together and has little mystery Dead Man 


Running John Blackburn, (Morrow, 223p. $3.50; I), 


excellent chase story which man framed for 
his wife’s murder escapes from behind the Iron Curtain 
and hunted traitor, betrayed his friends, yet 
succeeds finding the murderers Moment Vio- 
lence George Coxe has exceptionally well 
worked-out plot which will keep the reader suspense 
the end, and is, besides, well-written, (Knopf. 184p. 
$2.95; IIb) Jeremy York’s The Girl With the 
Leopard-Skin Bag, (Scribner’s. 191p. $2.95; IIb), could 
have used shorter title; tale abduction and 
mistaken identity and will prove entertaining enough 
for the adult-only type reader. 

Don Herr and Joel Wells have edited unusual col- 
lection mystery stories under the title Bodies and 
Souls, (Doubleday. $3.95; I). The harmonizing 
idea governing choice seems have been “Catholic 
atmosphere,” background, characterization, etc. That 


does not mean, however, that this for spiritual read- 


ing that drips with pietism. You will find sus- 
pense, humor, detection, with some well- 
known authors, among such Christie, Chesterton, Kan- 
tor, and Leslie, and some not-so-well-known but capa- 


ble writers. 
Henry Erhart, 


Frost, Raymond The Backward Society 
St. Martin’s. Aug. 246p. $5.00. (I) 


Since neither war nor migration any longer feasible 
escape from national poverty, any workable 
scheme economic development must based 
transfer capital from the rich the poor countries. 
However, since lasting progress will depend ultimately 
the human development the backward society, 
this transfer should made such way de- 
velop both leadership and economic skills. Because 
this, the author feels that the emphasis should 
foreign trade rather than foreign aid investment. 


developing his thesis, Mr. Frost, unlike many 
popularizers who have written the underdeveloped 
countries, gives careful attention the social, political 
and human complexities involved. Thus, insists 
that there has been much waste the past since the 
need develop feeling national unity has caused 
governments build projects which cater national 
pride rather than economic growth. Similarly, the 
existence large groups unemployed but educated 
citizens has created demands for unnecessary govern- 
ment jobs. only when such factors are considered 
conjunction with more properly economic liabilities 
and lack proper planning, that the true dimensions 
the problem emerge. 

Despite the magnitude the problem, the author feels 
that solution possible. Most underdeveloped na- 
tions have some natural resources such minerals 
exportable agricultural products. Further, those 
cases where there adequate supply labor, there 
opportunity diversify and recombine their 
natural products make them more attractive 
for sale abroad. These operations, however, can create 
capital investment only the nation keeps careful 
watch over imports and foreign exchange. Careful 
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planning and national discipline may even enable the 
backward society take advantage booms de- 
mand for bounty crops. The future, then, not with- 
out some hope. 

This brief summary the main themes treated the 
author can give idea the careful attention de- 
tail and the clarity expression which characterize this 
book. Mr. Frost, economist with the World Bank, 
one those rare men who has firm mastery 
his matter that can write simply without sacrificing 
accuracy. result, his book readable introduc- 
tion very difficult and important subject. The 
book, however, only introduction. does not 
pretend treat the broader geo-political problems 
foreign aid and investment abroad. this limitation 
kept mind, the non-expert will find helpful 
following current debates about the underdeveloped 


nations. 


Viereck, Peter 
The Tree Witch Poem and Play) 
Scribner’s. June 126p. $3.50. 


order achieve dramatic thrust between mechan- 
ized society and the esthetic spirit, Peter Viereck has 
come upon “we-they” dichotomy that imper- 
sonal and fleeting the audience may left fatigued, 
trying find identification sympathy self-realiza- 
tion with character. There “she,” dryad cap- 
tured and defense, who opposed the we-they 
people, the authoritarians (aunts) and beaten con- 
formists (men). course, the audience who would 
verse-play conditioned side with the dryad. 
There should much more substance the perform- 
ance than appears, inasmuch Mr. Viereck, times, 
can piercing satirist our conventions. The sati- 
rical wit, which can use well, concealed often 
the stilted mechanics his tour-de-force, which 
dramatization long poem which appears the 
appendix, Ran All the Way Home.” 


The reader has doubt that the presence 
craftsman and poet. Some the passages are mas- 
terly, (the dryad’s song concealed music, 27-28, 
and her facing the tree with dark late-summer foliage, 
41). The overall effect, however, cannot summed 
the dryad’s line 95: vincit anyhow.” 

Arthur MacGillivray, 

Boston College, 

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Kaufmann, Walter The Faith Heretic 
Doubleday. Aug. 431p. $4.95. (III) 


The temptation reviewing this book emo- 
tive the author. are told 118: “Theology 
comprehensive, rigorous, and systematic attempt 
conceal the beam the scriptures and traditions 
one’s own denomination while minutely measuring the 
mote the heritages one’s brothers Theology 
also comprehensive, rigorous, and systematic avoid- 
ance, means exegesis, letting one’s Yes Yes, 
and one’s no, No; instead saying No, one discusses 
other matters, and pinch one ‘interprets’ and con- 
verts beams into slivers and slivers gold.” Although 
Dr. Kaufmann himself inviting the reader “com- 
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mit himself the quest for honesty” (p. 101), does 
not find difticult discover dishonesty others: 
“Theology antithetic not only the Sermon the Mount 
but the most elementary standards fairness. involves 
deliberate blindness most points view other than one’s 
own, refusal see others they see themselves and see 
oneself one appears others—a radical insistence ap- 
plying different standards oneself and others. is, 
doubt, exceedingly difficult completely fair, but theol- 
ogy founded comprehensive, rigorous, and systematic 
refusal much attempt fair. does not merely 
occasionally lapse into acceptance double standard: 
theology based devout commitment double stand- 
ard.” (italicization the reviewer’s) 
The book based the all-too widespread will 
believe, but the will honest” (p. 24). 
seems this reviewer that simple honesty would lead 
inquirer not always see contradictories where 
there are only contraries, and not adopt the position 
the “nothing-but” attitude criticism. Philosophy 
itself leads one doubt phenomenon suggest 
several possible explanations for something that not 
clear the inquirer. Philosophical criticism always 
suspect when adopts the aut-aut mentality, (either-or 
contradictories), rather than the attitude vel-vel 
(either-or contraries). going through this work 
Kaufmann, this reviewer detailed frequent instances 
the aut-aut mentality: the too-facile contradictory 
opposition between the faith heretic and the faith 
believer (p. 17, 82); the dichotomy placed between 
the Catholic whose mind bondage because some 
propositions holds for priority faith, and the 
liberated free-thinker untouched faith. Does not 
seem patent that there presupposition here the 
very nature rationality that has limits? Does 
not seem less than free-thinking adopt this Olym- 
pian position the nature reason without submit- 
ting well criticism? 


The book rambles many places, often philo- 
sophically cynical about the attitudes the philos- 
ophers toward one their number who would venture 
into criticism Christianity (p. 65). Theologians 
might well advise the author learn more about the 
nature their discipline before assures himself that 
his criticisms are sound and valid. 283 are 
told that “even reduce swearing, environment and 
education are infinitely more effective than the churches 
and preaching.” This and other references make one 
suspicious Kaufmann’s constant quest for honesty; 
“ritual, prayer and religious affirmations generally in- 
volve suspension one’s critical faculties—a refusal 
completely honest with oneself” (p. 47). Does 
not this last sentence seem imply that the only com- 
pletely honest man the man who deifies reason, the 
man who refuses question honestly whether there are 
any limitations reason? this being honest about 
the possible nature human reason itself? 


Cynicism seems badge honesty for the author 
but disturbs the reader when the insinuation made 
another’s insincerity and dishonesty: 


“It considered perfectly all right for men the cloth 
make business pretending they believe what really they 
not believe; give the impression, speaking from the 
pulpit, that they are convinced things that, talking 
philosophers, they are quick disown; and feign com- 
plete assurance about matters that, private, trouble them 
and cause them endless doubts.” (p. 41); “In the case reli- 
gion hardly anyone would prepared admit this 
make-believe) even oneself.” (p. 47). 
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Some will swallow hard these: the doubt expressed 
Kaufmann that Pierce, James Dewey really 
effected any basic and enduring change (p. 73); 
Thomas, Kant and Hegel sought security the 
crutches pedantry (p. 75); Graham Greene’s work 
slick (p. 76); the function philosophy fool 
people out something were nothing (p. 84); 
have only one ultimate concern might well the 
recipe for fanaticism (p. 96); natural theology the 
crucial point falls back upon dogmatic theology (p. 
105); the statements made about Catholic intellectuals 
(p. 108) and about exhange between Bultmann and 
Jaspers (p. 109). 


page Kaukmann laments that while worthy 
philosopher report other men’s unsound criticism 
different philosophers, not considered part the 
philosopher’s job offer sound criticisms Christi- 
anity. This reviewer joins the lament, but would 
suggest that the philosopher should make sure that the 
criticisms Christianity are sound, are informed, and 
that they not too readily impute dishonesty those 
who hold Christianity the priceless jewel. 


Thomas Wassmer, S.J., Ph.D., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Gunther, John Inside Europe Today 
Harper. July 24, 1961. 376p. $4.95. 
Club 


For some years has been well known that John 
Gunther gets around. Not only does get around 
but with wide ranging eye and keen nose for the 
significant fact has knack getting inside conti- 
nents and nations and baring their vital forces and ten- 
sions quick incisive prose. His latest book ex- 
ception the rule. Appearing twenty-five years after 
his original study, Inside Europe, mere rehash 
that aged volume but fresh investigation and 
appraisal Europe, over which has raged the tidal 
wave war radically altering its contours and 
scape. Nazism and Fascism have gone the wall, 
have Latvia, Esthonia and Lithuania. More than 
115,000,000 Europeans have been harnessed under the 
Soviet yoke. Radical political, social, economic 

industrial changes have taken place nation after 
nation profoundly affecting and transforming the lives 
their peoples. Many the greatest personalities 
who dominated the scene twenty-five years ago are 
either dead out the spotlight. But Europe has 
had its face lifted, some the old problems and num- 
erous new anxieties still wrinkle the new look. 


Inside Europe Today covers the continent from 
land Russia. each country Mr. Gunther presents 
survey the type government, the political parties 
work, the men who rule them, the problems 

issues that confront them home and abroad, and the 
economic underpinning supporting the whole structure. 


One the most instructive features the book the 
series portraits Mr. Gunther provides the 
nent statesmen who are shaping national destinies and 
Europe’s future. Intimate sketches Adenauer, 
Gaulle, the unspeakable Khrushchev, Macmillan and 
others frequently inspired personal 
lend insight and life the book. Nor has Mr. Gunther 
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overlooked the genius Monnet. Noting the fact 
that most the leaders, whose hands power con- 
centrated, are well advanced years, Mr. Gunther 
throws for good measure thumbnail sketches the 
younger men, who are the most likely inherit the 
mantle power. One the facts makes abund- 
antly clear that there will wholesale change 
leadership the next ten years, the old guard fades 
But who will succeed whom for good ill re- 
mains mystery. 

While jogtrotting from one country another, both 
behind and outside the Iron Curtain, Mr. Gunther re- 
mains aware the larger issues that concern Europe 
whole. Western Europe for the most part en- 
joying unparalleled era prosperity, thanks great 
measure the transfusion American aid. Its rate 
industrial expansion may exceed Russia’s; certainly 
its standard living does. This economic revival 
due small measure the common markets the 
inner six and outer seven, which are laying the founda- 
tion for federalized Europe the future, consum- 
mation devoutly wished, General Gaulle not- 
withstanding. and the divisive forces that 
threaten are closely analyzed. The poverty south- 
ern Italy, and Spain, the drain Algeria, divided 
Germany, Berlin and the menace communism are 
the sore points. Gunther however sure that the last 
thing Khrushchev wants embroil Russia war. 


crisp, unhackneyed prose and remarkably few pages, 
Mr. Gunther has presented illuminating survey 
modern Europe that date, factual and pene- 
trating. For the readers today’s headlines provides 
compact background, clear and detailed, which 
evaluate and judge the news. For anyone planning 
luggage one will not regret taking along. 

Jacklin, S.J., 

University Scranton 


Masters, John The Road Past Mandalay 
Harper. Aug. 16,1961. 341p. $5.00. (IIb) 


John Masters, whose autobiographical Bugles and 


Tiger appeared five years ago, continues his life story 


this new book, which concerns itself with six years 
his adventurous life, the years World War II, 
when served various fronts Asia, usually with 
Gurkha troops, whom very much attached. 
The first volume was written racy style, with some 
gamy details titillate the readers, and the second 


volume done the same manner. 


Masters apparently urbane pagan, for shows 
religious moral consciousness obligation any- 
one and anything, excepting his fierce loyalty his 
troops and the code the army. blithely explains 
away adulterous liaison and accents its idyllic fea- 
tures. But does disclose, without boasting, that 
was efficient officer and valiant soldier. re- 
tired from the British Army after the Emancipation 
India 1947. Since then has lived the United 
States and has written number novels. 

For the masculine reader, much his latest book will 
interest, since deals mostly with the Indian 
British Army, with its native regiments, and with both 
desert and jungle warfare. The reader taken from 
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outpost near the Afghan border 1939 all the way 
Mandalay 1945. Between those years Masters 
learned much, suffered much, and survived much. 


The Near East campaign was tame compared with what 
later confronted Masters and his colleagues. After its 
mild fighting, which introduced him modern war- 
fare, Masters was sent special school trained 
for new type warfare. Then was attached 
outfit which was airborne behind the Japanese lines, 
Burma. 


The Burmese adventure was thrilling, and Masters’ 
narrative does pay glowing tribute the various 
troops engaged struggle which eventually became 
agonizingly frustrating and demoralizing. The immedi- 
ate peril, the lack support from other armed services, 
and the constant siege with hope relief which 
climaxed this infiltrating action are evoked graphically. 
There also criticism for the mistakes that were made 
and the casualties which were sustained. Generals 
Wingate and Stillwell are the particular targets, espe- 
cially Stillwell, but praise ungrudgingly given 
Brigadier General Olds the American Air Force who 
directed and supplied air support. 


the traditional British manner muddling through, 
Masters and his men did get out Burma. After some 
rest and leave, next found himself attached 
army under General Rees, tiny Welshman who sup- 
plemented his small stature with gigantic daring, 
took over Mandalay. This campaign was tough and 
costly, but was well organized and not all frus- 
trating. was this campaign that Masters com- 
pleted his military career, for the war ended soon after. 


the tiresome vulgarities and obscenities Masters 
can overlooked, this book otherwise worth reading. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New York, New York 


Asquith, Cynthia Married Tolstoy 
Houghton, Mifflin. Aug. 288p. $5.00. (Ila) 


Sonya Andreyevna Behrs was eighteen when she mar- 
ried the thirty-four-year-old Count Leo Tolstoy. Their 
marriage lasted forty-eight years and was marked all 
the storm and stress, well exaltation and inter- 
mittent serenity, that one might expect from Russian 
novel. ended with Tolstoy’s tragic death the rail- 
way station Astopovo, for which the world has 
blamed Sonya Tolstoy. 


Lady Cynthia Asquith, (the secretary and biographer 
Sir James Barrie), self-appointed Counsel for the 
Defense Countess Tolstoy. She has had access 
“four hitherto unattainable which the pub- 
lisher mentions the jacket and which assume from 
the bibliography are those Sonya and Tolstoy him- 
self. They are invaluable her cause. Both the Tol- 
stoys wrote copiously their diaries, using them 
safety valves time tension, (how the steam pours 
and, because mutual pact read each 
other’s notes means communication and even 
threatening one another. spite her sympathy for 
Sonya, Lady Cynthia remains coolly objective her 
approach the diaries, acknowledging Sonya’s lack 
sense humor which might have saved her much 
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anguish, spotting the female chicanery some her 
threats suicide and recognizing the sad derangment 
her mind the last tragic years. persuasive 
case she presents. 


genius always hard man live with; stubbornly 
high-principled man also difficult. Poor Sonya An- 
dreyevna married stubborn, high-principled genius. 
Tolstoy was wealthy aristocrat who did not believe 
private property. had not fallen love with the 
high-spirited Sonya and fathered thirteen children, 
could have given his money and land the peasants 
and enjoyed clear conscience. would have been 
free preach his unorthodox brand Christianity 
the multitudes who flocked him, without emotional 
upheavals and family crises. Sonya, the other hand, 
wanted for her children the comfort, security and social 
pleasure she herself had enjoyed. She fought for them 
while Tolstoy wrestled with his conscience. She loved 
the gaiety the winters Moscow while Tolstoy 
longed stay his beloved Yasnaya Polyana. She was 
devout Orthodox Christian who grieved when Tol- 
stoy was excommunicated the Russian church. Sonya 
worshipped Tolstoy the artist, (to her the real Tolstoy), 
while considered his novels much less importance 
than his social and religious tracts. wonder their 
conflicts were shattering. The wonder that they 
stayed together for almost half century. They did 
because, the diaries clearly show, they loved each 
other greatly despite their basic differences. 


interesting note that their most harmonious 
periods were those when Tolstoy was writing his great 
novels and Sonya was acting his secretary, sympa- 
thetic listener and critic, watch dog his peace, 
hen must cackle, dog bark near his window.” This 
was the work she believed and, posterity has mis- 
judged her shrew, has accepted her judgment 
her husband’s real worth. Who reads The Kingdom 
God Within Today? few stray Tolstoyans 
and scholars. Who does not read War and Peace? 


Lady Cynthia Asquith never allows her sympathy for 
Countess Tolstoy blind her the greatness Tol- 
stoy. Neither does she oversimplify his character; 
presented all his complexity. Even the most rabid 
Tolstoyan would, think, admit her fairness. And all 
lovers War and Peace and Anna Karenina will enjoy 
the deeper insight into Tolstoy’s marvellous characters 
which this book will bring them. Tolstoy often used 
the people closest him models his creation 
characters Kitty and Levin, the Rostov family, the 
beautiful and you will find the real people 
here this excellent biography. 

Miriam Quinn, 

Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Lorch, Netanel The Edge the Sword 
Putnam. July 475p. $7.95. (IIa) 

While reading this book received from the Catholic 
Near East Welfare Association reprint from the Sign 
July, 1961. Entitled “Mercy the Holy Land,” the 
article dealt with the charitable work the Pontifical 
Mission for Palestine established April 1949, Pope 
Pius XII. The author the article informs that 
“for several decades” prior 1948 Zionist Jews had 
been immigrating into Palestine. are further told 


Arab armies and many guerilla fighters invaded 
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that the native Arabs the area had idea that one 
day the Jews 
“would claim ownership the land because their ancestors 
had lived there 2,000 years ago. 1948 war broke out be- 
tween the newly arrived Zionists and the Arabs. The Arabs 
were match for the newcomers with their European train- 
ing and equipment and they were driven out their land.” 
That one side the coin. The other found 
the book under review. Colonel Lorch, who was 
actively engaged Israel’s War Independence, 1947- 
1949, believes that the Jews were forced into warfare 
for survival the surrounding Arab states. re- 
minds that November 29, 1947, the U.N. General 
Assembly passed resolution declaring that partition 
Palestine between Arabs and Jews represented the 
most practicable settlement. protest, attack was 
made the following day Arabs Jewish bus 
and five Jews were killed. This attack ushered the 
war. May 14, 1948, practically all the British troops 
had left Palestine and the Jews then formally pro 
claimed the creation the State Israel. Then five 


Israel. This war continued until July 20, 1949, when 
armistice was reached with Syria, the last the 
Arab states agree such arrangement. 

The pages this book are crammed with detailed and 
specific accounts what happened Israel between 
November, 1947 and July, 1949. The author maintains 
that the Arabs started the war because they were un- 
willing accept the U.N. decision. Colonel Lorch 
gives evidence show that the Jews first were much 
more poorly equipped than were the Arabs. The au- 
thor maintains that the British, until their departure 
May, 1948, favored the Arabs taking away from 
the Jews such arms and weapons the Jews possessed. 
was not war fought between clearly marked boun- 
daries. some areas there were islands Jews among 
the Arabs, The Arabs would attack the isolated Jewish 
settlements; the Jews would then try help from 
the areas which they were more numerous. Roads 
were mined; roadblocks were established. Massacres 
were common; this author maintains that they were 
committed only the Arabs. May 13, 1948, when 
Jaffa, Arab city, was taken the Jews, only 3,000 
the 70,000 Arabs the city remained the city. 
The rest left. This was the beginning the refugee 
problem that seems defy all solutions. The author 
unwilling admit that the Arabs were forced 
leave; the Jews maintain that all the present day 
fugees could have remained peacefully Israel. The 
Arab refugees would, presumably, deny this. 

the early part the war, Egyptian planes raided 
and strafed will; later the Jews imported 
schmitts and Flying Fortresses and gained air supremacy 
which enabled them make air attacks Cairo and 
Damascus. Eventually four thousand Jewish soldiers 
and two thousand civilians lost their lives the bitter 
fighting. Nevertheless the author believes that these 
great sacrifices were justified because the struggle had 
“signalled new dawn freedom for Israel its own 
homeland.” Although this volume does not discuss 
detail the refugee problem does present very 
and dramatically the viewpoint Israel 


struggle for independence. 
Paul Kiniery, 


Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 
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Brief Comment 
Cottrell, Leonard Hannibal, Enemy Rome 


Holt, Rinehart Winston. Aug. 14, 1961. 257p. $5.00. 


Mr. Cottrell combines history with kind travelog 
this account one the greatest generals all 
times, whose fabulous feat invading Italy from Spain 
through the Camargue, across the Rhone and the Alps 
down into the Valley and southward Italy across 
the Apennines with army estimated 90,000 in- 
fantry, 12,000 cavalry and elephants has fascinated 
historians from Livy and Polybius our own day. Little 
documentary evidence has been left give details 
this mission vengeance from the Carthaginian view- 
point, the actual path taken Hannibal his hazard- 
ous march invasion subject some conjecture; 
but Mr. Cottrell has traveled over the terrain and 
makes his own shrewd estimates, sometimes variance 
with Polybius’ accounts and others’ guesses. Maps and 
photographs, and end papers showing the presumed 
route, together with adequate index make this 
valuable well continually interesting account. 


Storey, David Flight Into Camden 
Macmillan, Aug. 219p. $3.95. 

Drawing its British offices, Macmillan has not wisely 
selected this novel adultery for its American readers. 
The situation, miner’s daughter falls love with 
married man and runs off with him squalid flat 
Camden Town section London and finds that the 
romance can wear shabby with remorse and guilt, may 
universal enough, but the manner speaking not 
familiar enough raise this above the level just 
another case history too long retailed. 


Granat, Robert The Important Thing 
Random House. June ,1961. 343p. $3.95. 

This is, spite the promises and protests the pub- 
lishers, little more than just another war story stemming 
out World War remembered. James Warsaw, 
upper-middle-class Jewish boy with prepschool and 
Yale background hopes find whatever that 
feels has been missing from his life when inducted 
into the army. goes through leave Paris, and 
battle action and out battle repose, confides his hopes 
and hesitancies his Mexican buddy, falls love with 
German girl spite his horror what the Ger- 
mans had done people his blood. And eventually 
finds that the important thing love and 
loved. The telling the story vividly done, but 
marred, one has come expect, vulgarities that 
are almost inexcusable. 


Bloom, Harold The Visionary Company 

Doubleday. Aug. 460p. $4.50. (Ila) 

Bloom, Harold (Editor) English Romantic Poetry 

Doubleday. Aug. 4,1961. 666p. $5.95. (Ila) 

Mr. Bloom subtitles his study Readnig English 

Romantic Poetry,” but what The Visionary Company 

does examine the roots and fruits the period the 

Nineteenth Century when Blake, Wordsworth, Cole- 

tidge, Byron, Shelley, and Keats were burgeoning. Mr. 
oom studies each these six considerable detail 
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and with many fresh insight and writes agreeably 
about them, without pedantry. His final chapter 
brief and sums few the more remarkable lesser 
luminaries the period, Beddoes, Clare, Darley. The 
anthology English Romantic Poetry intended 
companion volume The Visionary Company and 
contains generous selection from each the six great 
poets, well some samples the poetry Landor, 
Leigh Hunt, Peacock, Scott, Clare, Darley, Beddoes, 
Thomas Hood, Hartley Coleridge and others. Mr. 
Bloom’s introduction the anthology brief but illu- 
minating. 


Lyall, Gavin The Wrong Side the Sky 
Scribner’s. Aug. 7,1961. 278p. $3.95. 


This book detective and adventure story combined. 
has all the usual ingredients, beautiful girls, brave 
men, elusive Greeks, rich Indians (East), jewels, mur- 
ders, the works. added attraction that much 
the action takes place the air. This story, however, 
even with all the ingredients, remains dull. coin 
aerial phrase, never gets off the ground. The plot 
muddled, the characters are standard, the conversa- 
tion technical corny. Name and you have it. 
book isn’t really this bad but you get the general 
idea. 


This book poses question. What said the 
little jabs our country which turn books writ- 
ten European (Mr. Lyall English). 
one chapter, the hero, riding Tripoli from the air- 
port, wonders “at the sanity Washington and White- 
hall politicians who shell out eight million sterling 
year keep the Libyans solvent and then let them 
spend Chryslers.” another section plane 
challenged for identification the Sixth American 
Fleet. One the pilots says, “The Med (Mediter- 
ranean) wasn’t private American sea, not the last 
heard.” The implication these remarks either true 
untrue. true, they demand some sort answer. 
untrue, there should some sort retraction. 
this book these remarks not seem rooted 
maliciousness hatred. However feel that they 
create impression which will tend linger, namely 
that the U.S.A. both stupid and arrogant. hate 
stand convicted the obiter dicta novel. 


James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 


Brother Cosmas, C.F.X. 
Xaverian College, Silver Spring, Maryland 
Eugene Rooney, M.A. 
St. Joseph’s College High School, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Associate Editors 
book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 


Heritage The California Gold Rush 
Narrative Ralph Andrist, consultation with Archi- 
American Heritage. Aug. 1961. 153p. 
this work the American Heritage Publishing Com- 
pany has added another valuable book their growing 
Junior Library. This book has all the features that 
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make the American Heritage popular historical maga- 
zine. well-written, profusely illustrated, and covers 
minute situations that bring out the excitement and 
romance American history. Character studies are 
given that sharpen the focus the reality the gold 
caused the rapid settlement the far West. 


The story opens with the discovery gold the land 
John Sutter. The reader then passes through the 
exciting spread the news and the various ways people 
came invade and share either wealth dis- 
appointment. Discoveries are related and the means 
mining are interestingly described. Life the towns 
described, from details about food the pioneer 
theory justice. San Francisco pictured, romantic 
and restless gradually passes from boom town 
thriving metropolis. And, finally, the fever gradu- 
ally passes with the discovery the Comstock Lode 
across the Sierra Nevadas. Those who did not leave 
started life anew, developing the vast country Cali- 
fornia less romantic endeavors. 


Written for young readers, this work contains mine 
information and excitement for any high school 
student. 


American Heritage Junior Library 

Hamilton and Robert Neswith 
Pirates the Spanish Main 

Golden Press. June 5,1961. 153p. $3.50. 


From cover cover this book will prove enjoyable 
reading for all boys junior high school age and be- 
yond. The subject matter, because its very nature, 
predisposed for the stamp success among youthful 
readers, but when woven into the captivating prose 
style Mr. Cochran and embellished the imagina- 
tive illustrations Howard Pyle well the 
liberally distributed authentic sketches, emerges not 
merely success but smash hit. Aside from its 
deft narrative and eye-catching illustrations, the book 
also most appealing its careful historicity and well 
planned composition. Any boy reading the work will 
receive wealth historical information the same 
time that being thoroughly entertained. Thus, 
from every conceivable angle the book worthwhile 
one, and deserves every library. 


Bixby, William The the South Pole 
Longmans, Green. May 24,1961. 215p. $3.25. 


During the first decade the present century, 
the ultimate goal scientific exploration became the 
location the Southern Geographic Pole. Bixby’s book 
details the events surrounding the efforts each the 
four expeditions which participated the race: the 
Discovery Voyage 1901, The Nimrod Expedition 
1908; the 1911 expedition Amundsen which was 
gloriously successful, and the expedition Scott 
the same year which became equally glorious de- 
feat. Accurate detail the book is—and the au- 
thor uses, where possible, ,the explorers’ own journals 
—its principal value lies the deep insight which its 
deceptively simple narrative gives into the raw courage 
which the human spirit capable. 


Franklyn 


Best SELLERS 


Exploring Astronaut: the Story 
Project Mercury 
Crowell. May 16,1961. 104p. $3.50. 


time when the fortunes our Mercury astronauts 
are constantly kept before the newspapers and 
radio and television, this book will find many in- 
terested reader. From brief background the events 
leading Project Mercury, this informative book 
details the steps planning, testing and consolidating 
which have gone into this well thought-out adventure 
into space both men and machine. includes 
capsule biography the present seven astronauts and 
the part that each has played the engineering de- 
velopments the project. Unfortunately, the book 
was published too early contain any report the 
first Mercury sub-orbital flight. 


Careful attention detail, style clear and under- 
standable the layman, and collection numerous 
illustrations, combine make this thoroughly enjoy- 
able book. should prove popular addition any 
high school library. 


Borhegyi, Suzanne 
Ships, Shoals and Amphoras 
Holt, Rinehart Winston. May 29, 1961. 176p. $3.95. 


the subject underwater archaeology are told: 
“The science young, but its short life has caught 
the imagination scores divers.” This book too 
will catch the imagination its readers. the author 
had her point view there would more 
pleasant way capture the history the last twenty 
centuries than this book. This the story man’s 
lifetime struggle with the sea, narrated soberly and 
factually, retaining spirit interest and adventure 
entice all. her clear and simple way recounting 
the tales lost ships and treasures the past and the 
present, Mrs. Borhegyi sacrifices neither enjoyment 
nor truth. fact, what are told the lost Roman 
merchant ship, the Greek sponge divers, and the sacred 
well the Maya, (only few the more captivating 
stories), proof that truth stranger than fiction! Her 
detailed discussion modern methods salvaging the 
lost mementos the past, coupled with deep histori- 
cal insight, make the reader aware that scholarly 
search the basis the book, and dispel any romantic 
one may have had about the “perils the 
eep. 


Decker, Duane Rebel Right Field 
Morrow. 190p. $2.95. 


Danny Redd has all the potential for great major 
league baseball player. But was not willing take 
the risks diving for ball crashing into fence; 
and would prefer slide rather than try bowl 
over catcher blocking home plate. 


The story tells Danny’s effort overcome his fear 
and selfishness. Only the last chapter does suc 
ceed what seems too pat solution. This only 
sports’s story for boys between the sixth and nint 
grades. 
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Atoms and Energy 
Criterion. June 144p. $3.50. 

What impresses and delights the reader Atoms and 
Energy the clear and orderly presentation man’s 
discoveries the field atomic energy and the uses 
which has put this new-found power. First de- 
fining the atom and discussing its physical characteris- 
tics, Miss Elwell then proceeds develop historically 
man’s discovery subatomic structure and radioac- 
tivity. Then she shows the use this knowledge 
the scientist making artificial radioactive elements 
through the use accelerators, culminating the 
splitting the atom and the atomic bomb. Finally, 
the peaceful uses nuclear fission and fusion in- 
dustry, medicine, agriculture, and other fields, are dis- 
cussed. Written concise style, this book presents 
the beginning scientist readable and worthwhile 
introduction progress the atomic field the pres- 
ent day. recommended especially the 
younger high school student who has not yet taken 
physics chemistry. 


Gladd, Arthur Anthony 
Illustrated Leonard Vosburgh. 
1961. 270p. $3.50. 

1571 young Dion Valienti, Venetian-Greek par- 
entage, works sponge diver off the Island Ithaca. 
Dion’s story begins retrieves the lost anchor 
Venetian man-of-war, which time meets Don 
Miguel Cervantes. 


The course the youth’s adventures leads him the 
recovery the Jewels Barbarossa, flight from 
Turkish xebec, shipwreck and eventual capture the 
Turks. The boy and his uncle are then assigned 
galley slaves vessel that setting out meet the 
fleet Don Juan Lepanto. Aboard the galley the 
boy finds his long-lost father among the oarsmen. 


Before the Battle Lepanto Dion manages escape 
and warn the Venetians impending trap. The 
boy meets Cervantes again and fights his side during 
the battle. the course the fighting Dion manages 
free his father and uncle. The three then return 
the Island Ithaca where the father recovers his mer- 
chant fleet, which had been swindled from the family 
through the machinations dishonest partner. The 
story will welcome escape reading for adventure- 
loving junior high school students. 


James Vance 
Illustrated Noela Young. 
126p. $2.50. 

Two British children are the sole survivors plane 
crash the desolate Australian bush country. Mary 
thirteen and Peter eight, and the former does her 
comfort and protect her younger brother. After 
time waiting for rescue the two children set 
out the desert where they soon meet with ab- 
original youth who making his “walkabout.” This 
walkabout” tribal test endurance and survival 
through the bush country. 


The young native saves the children through his knowl- 
edge the country and his ability find food and 
water for the three them. the journey progresses 


Galleys East! 
Dodd, Mead. Mar. 20, 


Walkabout 


Doubleday. July 1961. 
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the children learn communicate crude fashion. 
the course events the bush boy succumbs 
fever and weakens feels the Spirit Death 
overtake him; the shadow the tree sorrow, the 
mugga-wood tree, rests himself and there remains 
life ebbs away. dying the bush boy 
the way for the future travels the two chil- 
ren. 


Mary and Peter bury their young friend his death 
and continue their trip into semi-tropical valley where 
they finally meet with aboriginal family. Through 
signs the family able set them their way 
civilization. 

This first novel John Vance Marshall and has 
been published twice England. beautiful 
story the love man for his fellowmen, with the 
underlying thread tragedy and hardship the 
desert. The small volume should find place all 
high school libraries where will appreciated 
older students. Strange vocabulary and situations for- 
eign American youth would make the story too diffi- 
cult for younger readers. 


Mills, Lois Young Queen 
Lothrop. July 7,1961. 172p. $3.00. 

Historical, romantic, and biographical aspects the 
Middle Ages North-central Europe are interestingly 
combined this tale the beautiful Jadwiga, Queen 
Poland. Here are sketched the bitter and complex 
conflicts which tore apart the European kingdoms, the 
threat the Christian nobles one hand, and the 
other, the pagans the North and the Moors the 
South and East. Here too are the splendors the 
great Middle Age courts ,the lavishness King Louis 
Hungary’s court depicted with all its pageantry. 
But more especially, here Jadwiga herself. beauti- 
ful, slender girl, awed the thought her future re- 
sponsibility, Jadwiga courageously upholds the princi- 
ples love and justice, admirable her father, even 
the face the determined council. The result, 
peace restored and maintained everywhere, and 
dreaded pagan prince, Jagiello, her husband contrary 
her initial desires, converted with his whole nation, 
Lithuania. Jadwiga the beautiful queen, appeal- 
ing every young girl, and her childhood virtues, in- 
corporated into her life Queen, are sure appeal. 
The names may not familiar, the time and places 
may remote, but the tone skillfully pointed the 
modern girl. 


Patrick The Solar System 
Criterion. June 9,1961. 127p. $3.00. 


This new Criterion issue continues the excellent quality 
already demonstrated the company’s Books for 
Young People. written the junior high school 
level and provides excellent introduction amateur 
sky-watching. One reading the average young teen- 
small telescope and many fascinating evenings under 
the stars. 

.Moore, well-known British astronomer, confines 
himself lively discussion the sun, the planets 
and their moons, along with phenomena like comets 
and meteors. The stars are not considered any great 
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extent. absence technical jargon, his treat- 
ment aims mainly providing general knowledge 
the solar system, awakening interest which more 
advanced books can satisfy later on. His description 
the comparative size the components the uni- 
verse cleverly illustrated instructions for scale 
model made orange, grains sand and other 
homey items. The explanation the eclipses gen- 
eral science teacher’s bugbear) clarity itself. Other 
fascinating features include the Soviet photograph 
the “other side” the moon, charts the major and 
minor planets and their satellites, and discussions 
such things the origin the moon’s craters, the pos- 
sibility life other planets, the age the earth (he 
more conservative than most modern geologists), and 
methods safe observation sunspots, and host 
other topics. worthwhile book for any school 


library. 
Brother Melvin, C.F.X., 
Good Counsel High School, 
Wheaton, Maryland 
Noble, Iris William Shakespeare 


Messner. Apr. 190p. $2.95. 


This work Iris Noble’s most recent addition the 
Julian Messner biographies for young people. keep- 
ing with what seems editorial policy the book 
simple presentation the life William Shakes- 
peare, with facts filled out through the imaginative use 
dialog and chance meetings with important persons. 
One the early episodes the book relates the meet- 
ing between twelve year old Shakespeare and the 
Burgages, father and son, outside Stratford. The 
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romance Shakespeare with Anne Hathaway filled 
out and made most interesting, while other important 
events are treated only passing. Miss Noble’s biog- 
raphies are usually interesting, and this exception; 
but they are only stepping stones better and more 
scholarly works. Most high school libraries will find 
worth while add this book their collection for 
younger students. 


Phillip 

Careers and Opportunities Physics 
Dutton. June 159p. $3.75. 
This revised and up-to-date version Your Career 
Physics, the same author, which was accorded 
special mention memorandum the Atomic 
Energy Commission. Written popular, non-tech- 
nical style, this book provides short sketches the 
history date numerous fields physics, well 
present-day career opportunities the fields. For 
each field the author includes advice qualifications, 
educational requirements, and financial rewards. The 
areas considered are electronics, nuclear physics, atmos- 
pheric physics and meteorological research, power pro- 
duction, aeronautics and space flight, biophysics, geo- 
physics, astrophysics, and chemical physics. The book 
concludes with interesting chapter the need for 
women this field. appendix gives full list 
colleges and universities offering degrees 
This should valuable and informative book for 
high school students entertaining the possibility 
career physics well for those the field 
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Brother Gregor, C.F.X. 
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